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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF SOUTH ) 
JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A ) 
MUNICIPAL CONSENT IN THE BOROUGH OF WEST ) 
CAPE MAY, CAPE MAY COUNTY, NEW JERSEY ) 

Parties of Record: 

Van L. McPherson Ill, Esq., South Jersey Gas Company 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 

BY THE BOARD: 

ENERGY· 

DECISION AND ORDER 

DOCKET NO. GE18070781 

South Jersey Gas Company ("SJG" or "Company"), a regulated utility subject to the jurisdiction 
of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities ("Board"), is a corporation duly organized under the 
laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of 
natural gas to approximately 386,000 customers within its service territory. 

SJG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of West Cape May ("Borough") to 
approximately 903 residential customers and fifty (50) commercial customers. The Company's 
consent to use the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service expires on July 1, 
2019, pursuant to the fifty (50) year statutory limitation set forth in N.J.S.A. 48:3-15. On June 
27, 2018, pursuant to Ordinance No. 543-18 ("Ordinance"), the Borough renewed its consent 
and granted SJG continued permission to lay and construct its pipes, mains, and related 
appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and public places within the 
Borough for a period of fifty (50) years to furnish gas service in the Borough. By letter dated 
July 13, 2018, the Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the consent Copies of the 
Ordinance and the letter of acceptance are attached to this Order as Exhibits "A" and "B," 
respectively. · 

On July 23, 2018, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, SJG filed a petition 
requesting that the Board approve the consent adopted by the Borough. As required by law and 
after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on September 21, 2018. Megan Lupo, Esq., the 
Board's duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing. A copy of the hearing notice 
is attached to this Order as Exhibit "C." Appearances were made on behalf of the Company, the 
New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel") and Board Staff. No other party 
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participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board related to this 
proceeding. 

At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and 
presented the testimony of Jonathan Oliva, its Manager of Engineering and Project 
Management. According to his testimony, SJG has the capacity to meet the existing and future 

. needs of customers located within the Borough. 

Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated October 12, 2018, indicated that it 
does not object to the Company's petition since the Company represented that it has the 
capacity necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Borough, and since the 
term of the municipal consent related to the use of streets is limited to the statutory maximum 
term of fifty (50) years. However, Rate Counsel requests that approval of the petition include 
certain restrictions which are incorporated in this Order. 

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for 
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matter, is necessary and proper for the public 
convenience and properly serves the public interest, and that SJG has the ability to continue to 
provide safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company 
has the necessary experience, financial capability, capacity, and facilities in the Borough to 
continue to provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers, as well as 
expected future customers, and that the fifty (50) year duration of the municipal consent to use 
the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15. Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to SJG by the Borough to continue to 
provide gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period 
of fifty (50) years. 

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, the municipal consent to construct, maintain 
and operate gas lines in the streets and other public places in the Borough is 
limited to a term not exceeding fifty (50) years. 

2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing, for any purposes 
whatsoever, the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or 
hereafter to be owned by the Company. 

3. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this 
Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or 
in any other matters affecting SJG. 

2 
BPU DOCKET NO. GE18070781 



Agenda Date: 11 /19/18 
Agenda Item: IIC 

This Order shall be effective as of November 29, 2018. 

UPEND J. CHIVUKULA 
COMMI SIONER 

ATTEST: 

I HEREBY CEJmFY 1llat die wldlln 
document Is a true copyofttie original 
In the files of the Booril of Publk: Utflltles. 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

OSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 
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. DIAN E SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER 

~· 

ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER 
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AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RENEWED CONSENT AND PERMISSION TO SOUTH JERSEY 
GAS COMPANY TO USE THE PUBLIC STREETS TO FURNISH GAS FOR LIGHT, HEAT AND 

POWER IN THE BOROUGH OF WEST CAPE MAY 

WHEREAS, South Jersey Gas Company ('SJG'), a corporation of lhe Slate of New Jeisey, provides 
natural gas service to the Borough of Wesl Cape May pursuant to lhe munlclpal consent first granted 
to Naw Jersey Natural Gas on July 1, 1969 for a period of fllly (50) years, Which SJG laler acquired 
pursuant to New Jersey Board or Public Utilities Older at Docket No. 837-654, daled September 29, 
1983; and · · 

WHEREAS, a copy of the previous resolution aulhortzing municipal consool is attached hereto as 
E:<hibit A; . 

WHEREAS, the consent is set to expire July 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, SJG now seeks, pursuant to N.J.SA 48:3-15, lhe consent of lhe Borough of West 
Cape May lo continue service In the Borough; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Commission of the Borough of West Cape 
May as follows: · · 

Section 1. South Jersey Gas Company be and Is htireby aulhorized to lay, malntal~; and op~te 
its conductors, mains, and pipes, logelherwtlh the appurtenances therein, In all the public streels, 
aReys, squares and public places In this municipality which are under the control and jurisdiction of 
the Borough of West Cape May for the purpose of conducting, transmitting and distributing gas, or 
any mixture of gases of various types including natural gas, for a pertod of fifty (50) years 
commencing on JUiy 1, 2019 and ending on July 1, 2069, upon lhe folow!ng terms and conditions: 

A. Prior to !he beginning or any street openings orexcavafions forthe purposes aforesaid, 
South Jersey Gas Company shall comply with the provisions of Section 17-1 for the 
excavation of slree1$, and any amendments thereto. 

8. Soulh Jersey Gas Company shall agree that. In all cases in which street openings or 
excavations are made for lhe purposes aforesaid, the pavement and the surface of the 
streets, alley, squares or roadways shal be restored to as good condition as tt was 
before the commencement of work thereon at no cost to lhe Borough of Wes! Cape May. 
No streets, roads, avenues and highways shiafl be encumbered for a longer period than 
shaU be necessary to execute the work. · 

C. South Jersey Gas Company shall conduct the work or the laying or mailltalnlng of gas 
pipes therein in a careful and prudent manner; 

D. All lines, underground condul!s, togelhe, with all associated equipment fuctures and 
appurtenances (hereinafter "FACILITIES'), shaD be located. installed and maintained so 
as not to interfere wilh any public waler, sanitary sewer, storm drainage or olher public 
facilities, fixtures and appurtenances (hereinafter 'PUBLIC FACILmES') 
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South Jersey Gas Company further agrees to romove and relocate, at its sole expanse, 
all FACIL.ITIES heretofore hereafter locatad and installed, that reasonably in!G<fere with 
construction, re-construction and maintenance of any ?UBL.IC FACII.ITY. 
South Jen,ey Gas Company shal lndemnlly and save hannless the Borough of Wast 
Cape May from all claims or suits for damages arising from the location construction, re­
conotrucUon or maintenance of any FACILITY. 

E. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to grant unto South Jersey Gas Company, 
Its suocesso,s and assigns, an exclusive right or to prevent the granting of pennlsslon 
and consent to other compantes for llke purposes of any streets, roads, avenues or 
highways of the Borough of West Cape May. 

F. South Jersey Gas Company shall file with the Clerk of this Municlpallly, within sixty (60) 
days from the date hereof, Its acceptance of the lemls and provisions of the franchise 
consent herein granted and its agreement to be bound by the tenns and provisions 
thereof. 

G. The terms of the franchise Incorporated within this ordinance shall not become effective 
until approved by the Board of Public UUlities of the State of New Jersey. 

section 2. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of !hat conflict. 
' 

. Sec_tion 3. Severabliity. Should any portion of !his orcfKJance be declared unconstitutional or Invalid, 
the remaining portion of this ordinance sh_all not be affectad thereby and shall remain in full force and 
effect, and to that end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 

Section 4, Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect 20 days after passage and publication, 
accordng to law. 

·-~J,J.,roa,,,r...r,,J 
Suzanne M. Schumann, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

Introduced: June 13, 2017 
Adopted: June 27, 2018 

C \A,¢-o+>~{'~ 
Carol E. Sabo, Mayor 

~c. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an Ordinance duly passed and adopted by a 
majority of full membership of the Board of Commissioners or the Borough of West Cape May, 
County of Cape May, New Jersey, at a meeting held on June 27, 2018. 

Municipal Clerk 
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.. ~ SOUTH JERSEY 
VGAS 

Stacey M. Bunes, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel, SJG & Compliance 
Office a/General Counsel 

July 13, 2018 

VJA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECE[PT REQUESTED 
ARTICLE NO.: 7017 1450 0002 1966 0474 
SuzalUIC Schumann, RMC/CMR 
Municipal Cleric 
Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Borough of West Cape May 
732 Broadway 
West Cape May, NJ 08204 

Agenda Date: 11 /19/18 
Agenda Item: IIC 

Re: Acccplllnce of Ordinance No. 543-18 Grnnting Municipal Consent to 
South Jersey Gas Company to Use the Streets for the Provision ot 
Nnturnl Gas Scn·lcc 

Dear Ms. Scltuma;;;,: 

1 am writing on behalf of South Je~y Gas Company ("SJG'') to advise that we received a 
fully executed copy of Ordinance No. 543-18 ( copy attached) granting municipal consent for SJG 
to provide gas and lay its mains nnd pipes in the Borough of West Cape May. Pursuant to the 
requirements ofN.J.S.A. 48:3-16, SJG hereby accepts Ordinance No. 543-18, as passed. 

Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions. Thank you. 

SMB/cmm 
Enclosure 

:$tyyours, 

StnreyM~~ 
sbamcs@sjjndustries.com 

cc: Lauren Hurtt, Supervisor, Public Affairs -via email 
S~icy Mitchell, Esq., VP, Rates and Regul2tory AITnirs,SJG-via email 

t South Jersey Plazn, Folsom, New Jersey 08037 t """·sjinduslrieo.coin 
Tel. 609-S61-9000 + Fax G09-S61-1012 + TDD Only i-SOO-S47-908S 
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.. ~ SOUTH JERSEY 
VGAS 
Vnu L. McPhe1~011 Ill, Esquire 
Corporale Counsel, SJG 
O,Dice of General Co1111sel 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

August 28, 2018 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

ARTICLE NO.: 
7017 0190 0000 4519 1573 
Suzanne Schumann, 
RMCICMR, Municipal Clerk 
Borough of West Cape May 
732 Broadway 
Wes! Cape May, NJ 08204 

ARTICLE NO.: 
7017 0190 0000 4519 1580 
Clerk, Board of Chosen Freeholders 
Adminislmtion Building 
4 Moore Road 
Cape May Court House, NJ 0821 0 

ARTICLE NO.: 
70170)90000045191597 
County Administrator 
Administration Building 
4 Moore Road 
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 

Re: In the Maller of the Petition of South Jersey Gns Company for Appro,.nl of a 
Municipal Consent in the Borough of Wes! Cape May, Cape May County 
BPU Docket No. GE18070781 

To the Parties Addressed: 

Pursuant to !he provisions ofN.J.S.A. 48:2-14, Soulh Jersey Gas Company ("Soulh Jersey") has 
applied to the New Jersey Board of Public Utililics (the "Board") for approval of the Borough of 
Wes! Cape May's Ordinance No. 543,18, which granted South Jersey renewed permission to 
conlin~e to use the streets in the Borough for the provision ofnaturnl gas ser.•ice for fifl}' (50) years. 

Please be advised thal the Board has set Friday, Seplembcr 21, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. al the Board's 
office localed nl 44 South Clinton Avenue, "l'rcnlon, New Jersey 08625 in Conforcnee Room No. 
2\V (second floor) ns the lime and pince for !he hearing on this mailer. You are welcome to allend 
and put your views on the record. 

\ILM/cmm 

Ve::CJ/1.a_:Jif 
Van L. McPherson Ill 
Corporate Counsel, SJG 
vmcphcrson@sjindustric~.com 

cc: Service List (via email) 
J H Buchrcr & Assoeialcs 

(via Certified Mail - Ren,m Receipt Requested - Article No.: 7017 0190 0000 4519 1603) 

I South Jersey Plaza, Folsom, New Jersey 08037 t WW\\·,sjindustrics.com 
Tel, 609·561-9000 t Fa, 609·S61· 1013 t TDD Only 1·800·517·9085 
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