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PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE 

ORDER ADOPTING 
INITIAL DECISION 

BPU DOCKET NO. GC18050504U 
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10149-18 

Eddy Munoz ("Petitioner'') filed a petition with the Board of Public Utilities ("Board") on May 3, 
2018 ("Petition") disputing charges associated with service provided by Elizabethtown Gas 
("ETG"). In her Petition, Petitioner stated that she was incorrectly billed by ETG. · 

ETG, in its answer dated July 5, 2018, denied the allegation that Ms. Munoz was incorrectly 
billed. ETG contended that services were supplied and billed in accordance with terms and 
conditions and rate schedules set forth .in its Board approved Tariff. The Company requested 
that the relief sought be denied on the basis that Ms. Munoz failed to set forth a claim upon 
which relief may be granted. 

On July 11, 2018, the Board transferred the matter to the Office of Administrative Law for a 
hearing as a contested case pursuant to N.J.S:A. 52:148-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et 
seq. 

The case was assigned to Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Judith Lieberman. 
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The parties subsequently voluntarily agreed to resolve the matter and entered into .a signed 
Stipulation of Settlement ("Stipulation") that was submitted to the ALJ on October 30, 2018. 

Pursuant to the terms of the Stipulation, and in order to fully resolve this matter, ETG agreed to 
not bill Ms. Munoz's account in the amount of $726.09. The settlement further provided that Ms. 
Munoz enter in to a six month payment arrangement to pay the existing balance of $753.35, 
which will consist of six equal payments of $125.56. Ms. Munoz also agreed to pay her ETG 
bills in .a timely basis going forward. 

By Initial Decision issued on November 1, 2018, and submitted to the Board on November 14, 
2018, ALJ Lieberman found that the Stipulation was voluntary, its terms fully disposed of all 
issues in controversy, it was consistent with the law, and that it satisfied the requirements of 
N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1. 

After review of the Initial Decision. and the Stipulation, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the 
parties have voluntarily agreed to the Stipulation as evidenced by' their signatures and that, by 
the terms of the Stipulation, they have fully resolved all outstanding contested issues in this 
mattero Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and the Stipulation 
executed by the parties in their entirety as if fully set forth herein. 

The effective date of this Order is December 28, 2018. 

ATTEST: 

/\ 

I 
WL. 
:JOSEPH L. 10 
PRESIDENT 

~h~\!~~ 
AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH . 
SECRETARY 

I HEREBY CERJlFY lllet Ille wllilkl 
document rs a 1n1e COW ollliaGllalnef 
In the files of the~ of Ptlbl!c:Uillllles. 
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BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

~~= DIANNEOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER 

~ 
ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER 
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BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
TRENTON; NJ . 

MAIL RECEIVED · State of N6lw Jersey 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATNE LAW 

EDDY MUNOZ, . 

. Petitioner, 

V. 

ELIZl,\BETHTOWN GAS, 

Respondent. 

Eddy Munoz, petitioner, pro se 

INITIAL DECISION 

SETTLEMENT 

OAL DKT.NO. PUG 10149-18 ~ 

AGENCY DKT. NO. GC18050504U 

Brendan J. Mooney, Esq., for respondent, (Cullen and Dyknian, LLP, 

attorneys) 

Record Closed: October 30, 2018 Decided: November 1, 2018 

BEFORE JUDITH LIEBERMAN, ALJ: 

(!,111j 

K. &r<1vi 
.D.~ 
6. t-\~ 

:::r . fbrc.l 
f... Lll,..,b&-1 
IZ. Mqws 
l:) • er~l\+li.. 

., I<.. 'f,(4 >?"
This matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law on July 17, 2018, s. rl\i'f~vat 

for determination as a contested case, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 to -15 and C A 

N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 to -13. 
. Vo.I.Mi&-

I have reviewed the terms of settlement and I FIND: 

Nr,w Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by 

their signatures or their representatives' signatures on· the· att11ched 

document. (J-1.) 

2. The s.ettlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy between them 

and is consistent with the law. 

I CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the· requirements of N.J.A.C .. 1:1-19 .. 1. 

and that the settlement should be approved. I approve the settlement ~nd therefore 

ORDER that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings 

be concluded. 

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for 

consideration. 

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is -authorized to make a final decision in 

this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision 

within forty-five days and unless such time limit is otherwise . extended, this 

recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

52:14B-10. 

November 1 2018 

DATE fuo1TH LIEBERMAN, ALJ 

Date Received at Agency: 

Date Mailed to Parties: I{~ ,I( 

/vj 
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APPENDIX· 

LIST OF EXHIBITS 

Jointly Submitted: 

J-1 Settlement Agreement, received by the Office of Administrative.Law on 

October 30, 2018. 
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C:OMMUNICATION lN ERROil., PLt,;AS~ N'O'l11/Y us ll\1MF,l)IAn:1.v BY 'f£LEPl!ONE,AND BETURN THK ()RIOINAL 
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· 1n1 CULLENandDYKMANLLP 

BRENDAN J. MOONEY 
ASSOCIATE 
DIII.ECT DIAi.: (.Hf,) 357.3757 
DIRECT FA~> (516) !57-3192 
Ht,JOONEl@(:(11.l.f.'N,tNDDnrM,rf./.(..'()M 

Garden City Center 
100 Quentin Roosevelt Boulevard 

Garden Ci~ New Yor.k l '1530"4850 
Telephone (516) 357-3700 • Fai:$imile (516) 357-3792 

ALBANY 

Via First Class Mail and Facsimile 

Hem. Judith Liebem1an (.Facsimile - 609-689-4100) 
State of New Jersey 
Office of Administrative Law 

October 30, 2018 

P.O. Box 049 . 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625~0049 · 

Re: Munoz, Eddy v. Eli;-.abethtown Gas 
OAL bocket No. PUC 10149"2018 S 

Dear Judge Lieberman: 

c-, (./) 
. '-l 

.·-~ ;=i 
' . ::, 
:·, '-., 

.: . :~ 
·.-

·,··! 
• ···.1 

"' . ,·,1 
-::::-:: 

·o 
(,/1 

\,.;,) 

Please find enclosed for Your Honor's consideration a Settlement Agreement signed by 
the pmties Le> the above~referenced matter. If the Settlement Agreement is acceptable to you, I 
respectfolly request that Your Honor issue a deci~ion approving same, 

Please feel free to contact me should you require additional information. 

Very tn1! y yoms, 

o~,ey 
BJM/nc 

.cc: F.lizabelhrown Oas 
Eddy Munoz (ron69legal@hotmall.com) 

LONC }SI.Aro> 

Founded 1850 
MANliA'I1'AN Nnw Jnnsll'{ WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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Munoz, Eddy 

Petitioner, 
Y, 

Elizabethtown·Gas Company, 

Respondent. 
--------·---

CULLEN AND DYIDl!AN LLP 

--x 

·---x 
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.... ::j .. '.~·1 c::, .. ,-::, . ~ 
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OAL Docket No. PUC 10149"2\f:!.Ss=> 
BPU Docket No. GC18050504V' 1J 
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L,J 

SETTI..EMlr.NT AGREEMENT 

~003 

This Settlement Agreement ("Agreement;') is made this30lbday of October 2018, by and 
between Elizabethtown Gas Company ("Elizabe!hlown"), a pub!Ic utility corporation with offices at 
520 Green Lane~ Union, New Jersey 07083 aud Eddy Munoz, an individual residing at 194 Meade 
Street, Apt. 2, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861 (the "PetiUoncr" and collectiv1ely Elizabethtown 
and Petitioner are hcreioafter referred to as.the "Parties"). 

. WHEREAS, Ellzabetbxown provides natural gas service to the premises located at 196 
Meade Street, Apt. 2r,, Perth Amboy, N~w Jersey 08861 (the "Premises"); 

WMERcAS, Petitioner is identified by Elizabethtown's records as !he customer of record for 
. ' the gas service rendered to 194 Meade Street, Apt. 2, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861 under 

Elizabethtown Account No. 7 C 8256 (the "Account"); 

WHEREAS, Petiti.oner is the owner of the real property where the Premises arc located; 

.WHEREAS, in September 2017 Elizabethtown billed the Account $726;09 for unpaid gas 
service cqarges (the "Disputed Amount") for gas qonsumed at the Premises during !he period 
between November 21, 20l.6 and April 11, 2017; 

WHEREAS, a dispute arose between. Petitioner and Elizabethtown regarding the validity of 
the Disputed Amount (the "Dispute"); 

WHERJ,'lAS, in November 2017, Elizabethtown set aside and removed from Petitioner's bill 
the Disputed Amount,•pcnding resolution oftbe Dispute; 

WHF.REAS, on or about May 13, 2018, Petltioner filed wilh the New Jersey Board of Public 
lJtil ities ("Board") a Petition for Formal Hearing ("Petition"), which was assigned Board Docket 
Ntm1ber GC18050S04U, disputing the validity of the Disputed Amount; 

WllliR.cAS, the Board tronstc:rred th.e matter to the Office Adrolnlstrat!ve Law, whlch 
assigned it OAL Docket Number PUC 10)49-2018 S; and 

WI IER!:,AS, the Parties desire to resolve the Dispute. 
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NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the muLual covenants, conditions and tenns contained 
herein, the Parties agree to be legally bound hereby as. follows: 

I. In the· interest of resolving this matter, and V.:ithout agreeing with the merits of the 
allegations set forth in the Petition,. Elizabethtown agrees that it will not bill .the 
A,ccount in the amount of $726.09 (the "Settlement Amount"), which amount 
Elizabethtown removed tio1n Petitioner's bill in November .2017 and, furthennorc, 
Elizabelhtown agrees to pcm1it Petitioner to pay the existing Account balance of 
$753.35 pursuant to a six-month payment plan consisting of six equal payments of 
$125.56 (the"Payment Plan"). · 

2. Without admitting fault or liability, Petitioner agrees to settle the Dispute In 
accordance with the tem1s hereof and to discontinue wilh prejudice the actions 
pending pursuant to Board DockeL Number QCl80S0S04U and OAL Dock.et 
Number PUC 10149-2018 S. Petltlone.r further agrees not lo otherwise pursue or 
make a claim arising out of or related to the Dispute or the Disputed Amount. 

3. The Settlement Amount shall be removed from Blizabethtown's records for the 
Account and the Payment Plan. coqimenced either within forty-five (45) days 
following an Administrative Law Judge's Initial Decision approvlng the Settlement 
Agreement, or within ten (10) days of a Board Order approving such Initial Decision, 
whichever occurs earlier. 

Mril,·;~ 

4. This Settlement Agreement shall not eliminate or otherwise affect · Petitioner's 
obligation lo mako payments for natural gas service charges not associated with the 
Disf)utcd Period that have or may become due to Elizabethtown. 

S. In the everrt that Petitioner· fails to make payments in accordance with Paragraph No. 
4 above, the Parties agree that Elizabethtown may exercise m,y rights that it has 
under applicable laws, ·regulations or its Tariff including, without limitation, seeking 
payment of the full amount !hen due and owing and/or discontinuing sci:vicc to the 
Premises. 

6. This Settlement AgreemenL shall be governed by and construed in accordance with· 
chc laws of the State of New Jersey. !n tho event that any provision of this 
Settlement Agreement is deemed invalid or tmen[orceable, those provisions .not 
deemed invalid or unenforceable shall remain in full force and effect. 

7. Any amendment or modification to this Settlement Agreement shall be binding only 
if evidenced in a writing signed by the Parties. 

8; Tllis Settlement Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be 
deemed an original, and all of which, when taken together, shall be deemed to be one 
and the same document Signatures Lo this Settlement Agreement may be 
tr.iiosmitted via facsimile or other electronic means and shall have the same force and 

2 
~\llO~'\tlli.177\000C.X IC~n~ Conip1Ab1uj\Hill1111 DlsputdiM Mu11nt..."len/cmcm ADfllell\elH • t,41~1~)! ~3.tJUI .. 
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effect as physlcal execution and delivery of the document bearing the original 
signature. 

9. The undersigned agree that this SetLlen1cnt Agreement contains mutually balancing 
and interdependent provisions and is intended to be accepted and approved in its 
.entirety. ln the event any particullll' aspect of this Settlement Agreement is n.ot 
accepted and approved by the Board, or is modified by the Board, the Party that is 
adversely affected by such Board action, may either accept the modification or 
declare this Settlement Agreement to be null and void, and the Parties shall be placed 
in the same position that they were in immediately prior to its execution. 

[Remainder of this page left Intentionally blank. Signarure pagefol/ows.J. 

3 . 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have duly executed this Settlement Agreement as of 
the day and year first above written. 

Elizabethtown Gas Company 

b. L? .. ~ By: ~ t/dW'd-tc .. · 

Mary Patricia Keefe, Esq: 
Vice President, Regulatory A:ffarrs and 
Business Support 

Eddy Munoz 

. 4 
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IN WITNESS. WHEREOF, the Parties have duly· cxc;cut~dtbis Settlement Agre!lment as. of 
the ·day imd y¢ar first above written. · · 

Elizal:lethtown Gm Coml'any 

By:.,,....,.~=----c--c-==---::--:::~~~~= 
Macy PatciciaKeefe, Esq. 
Vice President, Regulatory Affail:s: and 
Business Support. · 
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